
Chapters of Identity: Who Am I? 

#Defined Sermon Series 

Text: Genesis 1:26-28, 3. 

 26 Then God said, “Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; and let them rule 
over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the sky and over the cattle and over all the earth, and over 
everything that creeps on the earth.  

27 God created man in His own image, in the image of God He created Him; 
           male and female He created them. 28 God blessed them;  
           and God said to them, “be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth,  
and subdue it; and rule over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the sky and over every 
living thing that moves on the earth. 

Introduction:  

Who am I? or who am I truly? As I kid, these questions were already hunting me. I later realized 

that it was because of the people telling me, “anak ka pa naman ng pastor,” “ang kulit kulit mo.” We 

learn that in psychosocial development, it is foundational years for a child from 0-12 years old, that 

whatever they heard, see, or experience will greatly affect their developmental stages. That is why many 

people, including teenagers and adults, seek validation or wanting their father or mother to 

acknowledge them, appreciate them, and see them. Others have trust issues and looking for security. 

No wonder, when you tell a child continuously, “ang kulit kulit mo,” oh for sure that person will grow as 

an active, playful, or irritating adult. But are we truly going to let other people define who we are?  

Background: 

 The best place for us to go to when it comes to knowing and defining our identities, first and 

foremost, is the book of Genesis. Genesis contains the creation story which includes the creation of 

humanity. Many scholars attribute this book to Moses as part of the first five books of the Bible which 

he has written. This creation narrative is authoritative, as God’s word, in defining who we truly are. We 

will learn in our passage (which is Genesis 1:26-28 and chap 3) that there are three important chapters 

of our identity. I call it chapters, other than I love reading books, but because it is a story, a narrative 

about who we are as human beings. 

Main Idea: 

There is importance in knowing and understanding our identity. Evidently, we were created 

purposefully. We can see in the prior verses of Genesis 1:26 that God created everything first before 

making humanity. God set the light, the sky, land, and water, then the animals, plants, and various living 

creatures. Indeed, God valued us and knew that putting us in His creation was intentional and 

purposeful. God formed humans, both male and female, using His compassionate hands. He then 

breathes life into them and saw that it was very good because it is God’s own likeness. 



That is our first point, asking “Who am I, or who are we? We are created by God purposefully 

with His own image. The first chapter of our identity, I AM AN IMAGE OF GOD [imago Dei] 

 Two words were used to define our identity as created being by God. First is the “image” then 

second is “likeness” (1:26)In brevity, the image pertains to the vertical relationship we have with God, as 

Father and child. While the likeness is for our horizontal relationship with all creation, as rulers or 

stewards of the world. P. Gentry and S. Wellum call it “servant kingship or rulership.” 

Having the image of God, both male and female (1:27), we are called to rule and subdue the 

earth which implies a kingly work (1:28). It means that as a result, we have a purposeful dominion over 

all creation implies rulership as a king or queen. This authority resembles God’s kingship over His 

creation and we, as the image of God, conform to the representation of God’s reign. It is one of the 

original plans being made as an image of God.  

 This stewardship includes the whole human race, not just selected groups. Taking care of 

people, especially those who needed most is our duty as a created image of God. It also gives the 

importance of being fruitful and multiplying in verse 28. How are we doing about this duty that we 

have? Sadly, our society tolerates abandoning those who are in need, the unborn, the wretched, the 

poor, and even churches are being indifferent to this. In Genesis 9:6, also known as part of the Noahic 

covenant, we ought not to murder someone because each person deserves honor and respect since we 

are the image of God here on earth. Infants bear the image of God, in Jeremiah 1:5, “before I formed 

you in the womb I knew you,” let us skip to Psalm 139:13, “You formed my inward parts; You wove me 

in my mother’s womb.” The passages clearly state that all humankind, all races, are made out of God’s 

image. 

 As the bearer of this image of God, we are to have a pure relationship with Him, be called to 

rule, and enjoy our fellowship with God. When we obey God, living according to His ways, and following 

His Word, we bring glory to His Name. As the Creator, He deserves our worship. In short, we best 

exemplify our original identity or true humanness when our “[Father-child] relationship is nurtured 

through worship, fellowship, and obedient love” reflecting towards our service to all creation as rulers 

which properly represents God (Gentry and Wellum). 

But…Just like a story in a novel, there was a plot twist. There was a scene where the first human 

beings did not fulfill the task that was given to them. They have marred the purity of the purpose of 

mankind. This event is known as “The Fall of Humanity.” We were called to obey His Word, submit to 

the purpose He has given to us, worshiping and cherish the fellowship we have with God. But Adam and 

Eve, as a finite mere created being, chose to rebel against God. Look at chapter 3 verses 4-6, they were 

tempted to be “like God, knowing good and evil.” Knowing good and evil pertains to an awareness of 

moral ethics. But “to be like God,” is absurd, right? We are already made out of God’s own image and 

likeness but we wanted more. They had desired self-sufficiency, independence from God, and power. 

Through this event, sin entered the history of humanity. We know that this is true. We commit 

sin on a daily basis. We struggle a lot, we conform to secularism, embracing temptations, and enjoying 



our vices. We rebel against the idea of our “true” identity as the image of God. Some say, “We do not 

need God,” or others are antagonistic about His existence. Why? Because we think we are just fine. 

Indeed, the second chapter of our identity is, WE ARE SINNERS IN NEED OF REDEMPTION. 

This identity is still evident today. Humanity has twisted and manipulated the meanings of our 

gender identity, corrupted the sacredness of marriage—take note that marriage between man and 

woman being made “one flesh” is before the fallenness of humanity (Gen. 1:21-24). The purpose of 

marriage of course is to worship God together as one, fulfill the duty of procreation— “be fruitful and 

multiply, and filling the earth.” We have marred the sacredness of sex with our fleshly desires, 

pornography, adultery, and lustful immoralities. Instead of multiplying, we kill people Instead of ruling 

the world as good stewards, we starve people to death, ignoring those who are in need—including the 

very weak among us—the unborn babies who also bear the image of God. We are indifferent to these 

results of the wickedness of humanity. 

I can go on for days and point out all the sins we commit, not just the big and obvious ones but 

also our subtle sins. Nowadays, some children do not honor their parents, this command is part of the 

Ten Commandments (Exodus 20:12) and echoed by Paul in Ephesians 6:1-2. More to that is we are 

intrinsically idolaters, we put many things before God. We do not revere Him in our lives. We are 

prideful—always wanting to win an argument, greedy—we hoard things that are unnecessary for the 

sake of satisfying our selfish desires, we hurt people—and yes, hurt people, hurt people.  

Lastly, maybe this will be my last for these samples, we lie a lot. We lie to others, on social 

media, we post selectively trying to show off the ideal lives we desire. We like, or maybe provoke, 

people to envy us. We lie to ourselves. We create our own fake realities; we live in our dream world. 

Indeed, we have free will, but this free will that we have is always diverted and tainted by the 

sinful nature that we bear. We are still the image-bearers, we are still rational, we feel, we know things, 

we seek someone transcendent to us. But we cannot do it alone. 

This is true, Paul said in Ephesians 2:1, “we are dead in our sins.” All of us, “we are sinners (Rom 

3:10,” we all fall short of the glory of God (Rom 3:23).” We try to be morally good, but we fail. We blame 

others instead of admitting our sins. In Genesis 3:11-13, Adam blamed the woman, and the woman 

blamed the serpent. Even Paul in the last part of Romans 7, struggles so much in wanting to good but 

ending up being defeated by the indwelling sin that he has. 

Yet, if we will carefully read chapter 3 verses 14-21. We will realize that even though we know 

that the payment of sin is death (as written in Romans 6:23), the merciful and gracious God did not kill 

the serpent rather punished his ability, now it only crawls (14). For the woman, she was not directly 

disciplined but it was her ability to bring forth children, now it becomes more painful (16). Lastly, for the 

man, it was the land that was cursed (17-19), now he cannot enjoy the plentiful harvests of the garden 

of Eden. Look to verse 21, God is so gracious that even humanity offended Him and disobeyed Him, He 

still made them garments and provided clothes to them.  



Have you experienced that before? Even how unfaithful we are to Him, yet God is serious 

blessing us, providing for us, and loving us. Yes, He disciplines us, but He never stopped loving us. Read 

verse 15. God made a prophetic promise that He will defeat the works of evil and as part of the 

redemption of mankind from sin, we will be victorious through this “seed” who will bruise the evil on its 

head. 

This promise is popularly known as the Adamic covenant. This redemptive plan is ultimately 

fulfilled in Christ. With that, the third chapter of our identity is that “WE WERE REDEEMED BY GOD.” 

 Let me just share a short piece about this identity, because I will be preaching this identity more 

in the following Sundays. As a redeemed person, redeemed from the fallen state marred by corruption, 

we ought to conform to the image of Christ or Christlikeness (Rom 8:29). Why? Because Jesus Christ is 

the perfect manifestation of true humanity, the exact representation of who God is. Yes, we were part 

of the covenantal promise that sin will be defeated through “the offspring of the woman who will crush 

the head of the serpent” which was ultimately fulfilled in Christ. Let us read Romans 16:20, “The God of 

peace will soon crush Satan under your feet.” 

 In theology, we have this term Typology, specifically, “A Type of Christ.” In a simple sense, it is a 

likeness, a type, or a kind of someone that foreshadows the real and ultimate identity in the future. For 

our passage, Adam is a type of Christ. Knowing that the Bible is the Word of God, and God’s Word is His 

revelation to us, then we see here that Adam—in a lower sense—foreshadows “someone” in a higher 

sense, of course, this is Christ. Adam was tempted and sinned, also Christ was tempted but did not sin. 

 To make it clearer, and I will be ending with this, let us look in the books of Romans 5:12-21, and 

1 Cor. 15:22, 45-49. Both stated that it is because of the first Adam (one man) that sinned entered the 

world and death through sin. Likewise, the redemption for all sinners came through one man, the last 

Adam, Jesus Christ. Christ redeemed us from our sins, let us quickly read it in Col. 1:13-14, “For He 

rescued us from the domain of darkness, and transferred us to the kingdom of His beloved Son, 14 in 

whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.” 

Conclusion: 

In conclusion, we ask ourselves who we truly are? We are trying to find ourselves by soul-

searching, attending our sessions with our psychotherapists (which is good, and I have experienced 

that), or letting society, our group friends, define who we are. But all these methods fail. 

  You do not need to go somewhere else. Open your Bible and read it. In knowing ourselves, the 

best way is to know God and His Word. In the scriptures, there are chapters of our identity. The first 

chapter is that we are the image of God. We were created purposefully, to be good stewards of God’s 

creation, worship and obey Him, and fill the earth with His love. But we failed, sin entered through 

Adam and Eve. This is the second chapter of our identity, we are sinners and we desperately need a 

redeemer. We cannot do it on our own. We tried, but we fail. The ancient people tried, they failed. The 

future people will try, but they will fail. We are dead in our sins, and we are doom to hell. But the third 

chapter of our identity surprises us. Through the covenantal promises fulfilled in Christ, we have been 



redeemed. God has a redemptive plan for His people. This redemptive story is ultimately centered in 

Christ. Through Christ and in Christ, we, sinners who put our faith in Him, were redeemed. 

 In a word, we are God’s image, sin entered and ruined this image, but Christ came and 

redeemed our image. To wholly exemplify our identity, we ought to conform to Christ’s image. This 

story continues and we will discuss more chapters of our identity in the coming Sunday. So do not miss 

out on this series on defining our identity in Christ. 

Before we go, I carefully and contextually compiled some bible verses and formed them into 

God’s letter for us, listen to this message, I entitled it with “Your Worth in God’s Words.” 

 My child (Jn. 1:12; 1 Jn. 3:1), 

My son, my daughter (2 Cor. 6:18) I created your innermost parts; wove you in 

your mother’s womb. My thoughts for you are precious (Ps. 139:13, 17); call me your, 

Abba, Father (Ps. 89:26; Mt. 6:9; Rm. 8:15). 

You are created out of my own likeness (Gen. 1:27). You are awesomely and 

wonderfully made (Ps. 139:14). I have loved you with an everlasting love (Jeremiah 31:3) 

despite your sinfulness (Rm. 3:23; Eph. 2:1-2), out of my love I died for you (Rm. 5:8).  

I have redeemed you; you are mine (Isa. 43:1). My love does not condemn you (Rm. 

8:1); I love you because I am love (1 Jn. 4:8). 

I am your friend, a friend who was willing to give up life for your sake (Jn. 15:13-

15) because I have chosen you (Rm. 8:29-30, Eph. 1:4-5; Jn. 6:44; 2 Thess. 2:13). Indeed, 

you are valuable (1 Pt. 2:9; Lk. 12:7; Mt. 6:25-34). In Christ, you are now forgiven (Isa. 

1:18, 43:25; Mt. 26:28; Ps. 103:12; Lk. 7:47-50), loved (Jn. 3:16), liberated from chains of 

slavery (Lk. 4:18), you are made alive (Eph. 2:5), and saved (Eph. 2:8-9; Rm. 10: 9-10).  

I am coming back for you (1 Thess. 5:1-10; Rev. 22:20). 

For now, rest in me (Ps. 62:5-8; Mt. 11:29; Heb. 4); bring your burdens to me 

because I care for you (1 Pt. 5:7), I understand your pain and weaknesses (Heb. 4:15). 

Let my Spirit comfort you (Jn. 14:16-17), lead you and guide you in all the truth (Gal. 

5:18, 25; Jn. 16:13), and transform you into Christ’s image (2 Cor. 3:18). 

Always with you (Isaiah 41:10; Mt. 28:20; Rm. 8:38-39), 

I AM (Ex. 3:14; Jn. 8:58) 
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