
Immersed Identity: The Essence of Baptism in Church Perspective 

Text: Romans 6:3-4 

Introduction: 

Most of you are aware that I graduated with my second master’s last December. But it was only 

two weeks ago that I got my diploma because I just paid my balance at that time. Once I received it, I was 

happy because that little piece of paper represents my hard work, more than ten academic articles, reading 

more than 90 books last year, and of course, tons of money. The diploma, even it is just a paper, is 

valuable. It symbolizes a person’s education and academic journey. 

Operating in this idea, baptism is also a symbolical act, a representation of something valuable. 

Like my diploma, it was the seminary in Kentucky that signified that little piece of paper, also, it was God 

who signified the ordinance of baptism. It represents something meaningful, something important about 

Christianity. Significantly, this ordinance is located at the church’s duty. Hence, our title, Immersed 

Identity: The Essence of Baptism in Church Perspective. Let us learn the meaning and significance of 

baptism in today’s sermon. 

Main Idea: 

Nowadays, the church delays baptism because of the pandemic, social distancing, and the lack of 

a place to perform the ordinance. Sadly, we do not see it as a significant, or essential part of the church. 

Looking back, in Matt 28:19-20, we are not only called to go and make disciples but to also baptize the 

followers of Christ incorporating them into the body of the new covenant family, the church. 

First, Christ told them His disciples to preach the gospel; next, Baptize them; before, Teaching 

them all God’s commands. But it seems different to our understanding, we put the teaching first, 

assuming that those who have not put their faith in Christ have the same privilege as the believers. First, 

preach; then baptize; finally, teach them. 

With this thought, take note of this, baptism is not optional. Every Christian ought to be baptized. 

Even in the book of Acts, the disciples of Christ in the early church were counted not by their attendance 

or those who are present in the teaching of the gospel, but on how much people were baptized (Acts 1:15 

[120], 2:41 [3000], 2:47 [adding to their number daily]) 

 By studying baptism, to those who have been baptized, this will be a reminder to all of you about 

the summary of the gospel of Christ; to those who have not been baptized, this is a call for you that if you 

follow Christ, you need to be baptized; lastly, to the entirety of the church, this is a reminder for us that 

baptism is a significant act of the church as a whole to do this duty of Christ’s ordinance. 

MEANING 

Baptism, in a simple word, is a representation of your death and resurrection in Christ and that 

you are Christ-follower who willingly submits to His will (Matt 28:19-20). It is a confession, a 

communion, a profession, and a proclamation of a person who has put faith in Christ. 



1. Confession. You are confessing that you were once a sinner saved by Christ’s death and 

resurrection. Therefore, this act is a commitment or a pledge that you will follow Christ, 

especially starting the day of your baptism. 

2. Communion. In baptism, it signifies both vertical and horizontal communion. Vertically, 

communion with God in Christ, and horizontally, in the body of Christ the regenerated church. 

3. Profession. Baptism is an open declaration that you belong to Jesus. You are publicly declaring 

that “JESUS IS LORD.” In Jamieson’s illustration, it is as if you are wearing a jersey showing 

that you are part of “Team Jesus.” 

4. Proclamation. You are publicly expressing the gospel of Christ to all the witnesses of your 

baptism. It symbolizes the death and resurrection of Christ—the very core of the gospel of 

Christ’s redemptive story. 

Moreover, our baptism is a reminder that we are no longer slaves to sin (read verses 6-7); 

therefore, to commit sin contradicts our very being—the newness of our life (read verses 1-2). These 

verses also argue against hyper-grace or antinomianism—which speaks for a license to sin. Again, we 

may have subtle sins or respectable sins. Sins that we are unconscious about, but we no longer 

intentionally commit sin. And once we are now aware of these unconscious sins, then we repent 

immediately; we do not feel comfortable in it and we try as much as possible to mortify this sin 

intentionally. 

 In actuality, the word “freed” in verse 7 is the same meaning as “justified,” the Greek word is 

dikaióō. This word is in Greek perfect tense, which notes that it is completed and being completed 

continuously in our lives. There will never be a time that it will stop; never a time that we are not 

justified. Of course, this is in the context that you are already a Christian. Wow! That is good news. 

That is why in baptism, we are now clothed with Christ, Gal. 3:26-27, “So in Christ Jesus you 

are all children of God through faith, for all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed 

yourselves with Christ.” 

Death is necessary for resurrection. Just as a seed needs to be buried, to die, before it can be 

brought to life again, to grow, and to bloom in the graces of God. In verses 8-11, Christ’s death and 

resurrection are already applied to those who believe Him. His followers now share the victory of Christ 

over death and are now free and alive. In verse 10, “once for all” signifies the finished work of Christ. Let 

us always point ourselves to Christ’s finished work for our salvation and assurance of faith. 

MODE 

 The biblical mode of baptism is immersion. Other denominations practice sprinkling, pouring 

over the head, and partial dipping. These are all grounded in their covenant theology. But for us, as 

Baptists, the people of the Book, we practice what the New Testament church practiced. The early church 

practiced immersion as commanded by the Apostles (Acts 2:38-41 [Pentecost], 8:12-13 [Samaria], 8:36-

39 [Eunuch],10:47-48 [Cornelius], 16:14-15 [Lydia], 16:30-34 [Jailer], 18:8 [Crispus at Corinth], 19:5 

[John the Baptist’s disciples]). Surveying the early church, baptism is a significant ordinance. This 

baptism was done by immersing someone in the water then rising out of the water, like the Eunuch. Also, 

like Jesus’ baptism, Jesus “went up out of the water” (Matthew 3:16). Meaning, Christ, the Eunuch, and 

several others, were immersed, submerged, fully dipped in the water, then came out of the water. 



Immersion fully expresses the symbolism of baptism. The inner graces are represented as an 

outward sign. That, we—together with Christ—died in His death, buried with Him, resurrected, and 

glorified with Him, of course, this glorification promise is certain but not yet claimed until Christ’s return 

or after our physical death. 

In Colossians 3:9-10, “Do not lie to each other, since you have taken off your old self with its 

practices and have put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge in the image of its 

Creator.” From being submerged in the water, we are raised up to our new self, having been renewed in 

the image of Christ. Indeed, through our Defined series, we learned that our “image of God” (imago Dei) 

has been corrupted, marred by sin, therefore we are wretched beings; here we need Christ’s image, since 

we are now in Christ, we have Him and we conform to the “image of Christ” (imago Christi). Just as said 

in our main verse, “so we too might walk in newness of life.” (v. 4) 

Furthermore, in Greek, the literal translation of baptism is “baptizo.” Technically, it was more of 

a transliteration than translation, but the literal meaning of baptizo is immersion or to [fully] dip. Both in 

practice and in word study, the biblical mode of baptism is immersion. 

And as for Baptists, we are the first in all the Protestants (except the Anabaptists known as radical 

Reformers) to practice baptism by immersion, first recorded in 1641, thru the Kiffen Manuscript. Even, 

Martin Luther (Lutherans), John Calvin and John Knox (Presbyterians), and other Reformed theologians 

acknowledge that the biblical mode is immersion. But I still wonder why they do not fully adhere to it 

both in theological and ecclesiological practice. 

MANNER 

Baptism, as noted a while ago, is administrated by the church or a church activity. Who can 

baptize? There is no explicit verse or any prescription to who will baptize. But since this is an act of the 

church, it is logically true that a representative of the body will be the one who will administer the 

baptism. This representative can be the pastor, the elders, or even a deacon, or any church leader 

appointed by the church. This is not solely a pastoral work, but rather church work. That is why, we need 

to choose or elect our elders, deacons, and other necessary church leaders. 

“Baptism is the divinely instituted ‘point of entry’ into the covenant community” (Eph. 4:16; 1 

Cor. 12:27; Cf. R. Stanton Norman 134). Meaningfully, baptism is a requirement to be part of the local 

family—the covenanted body of Christ with one another. 

 What if I have been a Christian for a long time, but have not been baptized? Do I still need to be 

baptized? Isn’t that I already delayed the ordinance? Yes, you need to be baptized. Delayed obedience 

over no obedience at all. 

*Before I conclude, let me clarify some common issues here. (1) Baptism does not save us nor 

cleanse our sin. (2) If you were not Christian at the time of your “baptism” then it was not baptism at all. 

Remember that baptism is only for those who have put their faith in Christ. Others were just “going 

along” and unsure about that matter. Moreover, baptism is an outward representation of an inward 

experience. So, if there is no inner transformation then nothing is signified in your outer act. 



Illustration: A man was baptized when he was young but he did a lot of sin during his teenage 

years, rebelling to his parents, wandering around worldly things. Yet, no renouncing of faith, in fact, he 

repented because he was convicted by his sin, he struggled and now faithfully following Christ. Then, if 

before his baptism, he considered putting his faith in Christ, it’s fine. But if not, then that is no baptism at 

all. He needs to be baptized. 

Conclusion: 

What is next after baptism? Church membership, discipleship (teaching), service in the ministry 

(nourishing one another), and missions (proclaiming Jesus). Let me also add, the parents need to talk to 

their children. Last Friday, after we reviewed the gospel hand, we briefly tackled baptism. In which I also 

asked if they understood the meaning of baptism. Even though most of them said yes, some are still 

hesitant to follow the ordinance of baptism. 

This is a church activity, meaning it is not only the work of the pastor but also the work of the 

parents, spreading to the whole church. I will still teach more about baptism on the following Fridays 

until the third week of April. Encourage them to follow Christ, of course, assuming that they have put 

their faith in Christ. Let us pray for our youth, also, to those who are not yet baptized. Delay is better than 

never. Approach me and ask me more about this matter. This is important. Church let us be serious about 

this ordinance. 
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