
Priorities of Identity: Kingdom Treasures over Earthly Treasures 

Matthew 6:19-21 

19 “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth,  

where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. 

20 “But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven,  

where neither moth nor rust destroys, and where thieves do not break in or steal; 

21 for where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 

Introduction: 

 Last Wednesday, in our prayer meeting, we studied the Lord’s Prayer in verses 9-13. Last Friday, 

in our youth fellowship, we learned about anxiety or worrying but focused on the priority of life which is 

to seek God first, found in verses 25-34. Today, we will learn about Priorities of Our Identity, pursuing 

kingdom treasures over earthly treasures. 

Background: 

The word “reward” is repeated seven times throughout the context of chapter 6 of Matthew. 

“Reward” here, in the Second Temple Jewish perspective, speaks about having a flourishing life. For 

Jonathan Pennington, he translated it to “macarisms/ asherisms.” It means, having a blessed life, a joyful 

one, or a purposeful living. Yet, all these meanings are inadequate when it comes to trying to limit them 

in the English language. During our class last Summer, I introduce to him the Filipino word, “ginhawa.” 

In the context of Filipino culture, “maginhawang buhay” or flourishing life is the goal of each 

Filipino. This is why we work hard to achieve the state of “maginhawang buhay,” abundance, 

contentment, fulfilled-life, happiness, or convenience. Likewise, there is no exact English word for this.  

Being “maginhawa” correlates with salvation, according to Filipino Theologians Fr. Jose de 

Mesa, Timoteo Gener, and Melba Maggay. Hence, for us, we can somewhat imagine, though not fully, 

the exceeding joy of a person who desires or experience a macaristic life. This kind of reward is only 

given to those who can pass the standard of Christ—indeed, no one can, unless we are in Christ. 

While in our passage (19-21), the word “treasure” is in each verse. This repetition also implies its 

significance. Having the “reward” principle of achieving the ginhawa in our life, let us explore our 

passage that pertains to where we ought to lay upon our treasures. 

Main Idea: 

Human praise is fleeting, temporal, and earthly. It is not a matter of if human treasures will 

eventually be lost somehow but only a matter of when. As seen in the first two verses of our passage, 

storing our treasures—our most valued things in life, so precious for us—in unsafe, unsecured, and risky 

places will only harm it. It is unwise, indeed, to store things in this world since they can be stolen, 

expires, it can be broken, and destroyed. While, the early disciples, applying the words of Christ, know 

what it means to devote their treasures to heavenly things, investing in their inner lives (internal), to their 

personal intimacy with Christ, and for eternal matters in God’s kingdom. Let us learn these three things. 



1. Internal 

Meditation of the Word 

Eastern meditation is an attempt to empty the mind; Christian meditation is an attempt to fill the 

mind and soul with the Word of God. Let us soak ourselves with God’s overflowing love, full-of-grace, 

and heart-piercing words. Christian meditation leads us to the inner wholeness necessary to give ourselves 

to God freely. 

Putting the Scriptures as supreme authority in one’s faith and practices. The Word points to the 

promises of God. It enlightens and satisfies one’s soul.  Wherein, self-examination is also inseparable 

from the Bible, Jesus, and the Holy Spirit. By looking to one’s inner life using Spirit’s lens in Christ is 

essential. 

Prayer 

Let me teach another method other than the ACTS Model. “Palms down” symbolizes submission. 

Telling God all your petitions, your heavy burdens, and things that are not in your control. Indeed, we 

pray because we know that only God is in control of all things. While “palms up” shows that we are ready 

to receive. We pray for the things that we need. Moreover, we pray for what God wills in our lives and are 

prepared to grasp these treasures from his rich mercies. 

Joining your hands together portrays our full dependence on His divine wisdom, love, and 

goodness. We tell God, our Father, who delights to listen to the voice of His children that we are crying 

out for the kingdom to come. Focus your prayers on Christ, because Christ perfumes the prayers of saints. 

Lord, listen to us, listen to your beloved children. Break our hearts, so you can heal us once more. 

Empty our spirit, so you can fill us again with your overflowing love. Only through these that we can 

once again recognize to put God first in our lives. Actually, not just first in our lives, but all over our lives 

even in the little things that we do.  

2. Personal  

Worship 

 If we are not inlove with Christ, we are certainly out of tune in our worship. But if we are in 

Christ, and He is in us, then we can raise our hearts to a pleasing elevation—high above his graces. 

Twofold worship we need to know. First, inward divine worship is when a person gives the affections of 

one’s heart, soul, and its faculties wholly devoted to God. While outward divine worship is when a person 

bows or kneels—signifying one’s mind and heart in full submission to God, or raises his or her hands that 

recognize God’s total authority over one’s life. 

 Divine worship includes the character of the heart whenever we sing praises to God. When we 

sing, we should prepare our hearts beforehand. When we enter the hall and heard the prelude, we need to 

realize that corporate worship is now starting. Remember, we are a body, we cannot be functioning well 

by doing a lot of things differently and simultaneously. 



 The night before Sunday, ready your hearts and mind. On your way here, align your wills to 

God’s will, and be excited about worship. Sadly, we become too familiar with the things that we do 

during Sundays, that it has become a routine already. I urge you to let go of this entitled heart of yours 

and ask God to change your heart, so you may sing praises and worship God with all your heart. 

Service 

Be careful with self-righteous service, it requires external rewards, wants the big deals, picky, 

sensitive, insensitive, and entitled. But true service is humble, seeks the interests of others, builds, it heals, 

it binds, and it is a lifestyle. Remember Christ serving His disciples, healing those who are sick, giving to 

those who are in need, and feeding the hungry. 

Communion with the saints, nourishing one another, and keeping the sabbath are also internal 

witnesses that manifest towards service, which are also external. It is in the community of believers where 

saints see the glimpse of heaven’s worship. All the internal witnesses cause believers to grasp the idea of 

peace, comfort, and dependence on God through prayer, His Word, sacraments, and fellowship. These 

display genuine faith and hearten assurance in the soul. 

Giving 

 We need to realize that everything that we have, actually, all came from God. You also need to 

learn the principle of stewardship, sowing and reaping, and generous giving. Furthermore, God’s 

ownership (Deut. 8:17-19; Haggai 2:8) permeates the Scriptures. A pastor shared the four kinds of church 

givers: (1) God-tippers, (2) regular givers, (3) tithers, and (4) generous givers. (N. Searcy/ J. Lepasana) 

3. Eternal 

Ordinances 

Participating in the ordinances nurtures and strengthens faith as it is an outward manifestation of 

an inward reality of receiving the grace of God. As our souls are troubled by the messiness of one’s state 

but it reminds believers to focus on the work of Christ—in his death and resurrection. 

Ordinances retell believers of the promises and deeds of God. Receiving spiritual means makes us 

commune with God not just for comfort but for our spiritual joy. Both the Lord’s Supper and Water 

Baptism are inseparable with prayers, devotion to the Word, keeping the Lord’s day, and fellowship with 

believers. 

Kingdom of God 

The whole chapter 6 is kingdom-oriented; the first verse speaks about God being in heaven, and 

the last verses call us to seek first His kingdom. Moreover, the gospel is our hope, it speaks about Christ’s 

kingship and kingdom as his redemptive work for His creation. This kingdom of God is both “here and 

not yet here,” it is present at the same time future. 

Christ’s death and resurrection inaugurated this kingdom of God; thus, it is already present. But 

the completion and totality of the kingdom are not yet here. It will be in the consummation of everything; 

hence we still experience pain and suffering today. 



In the coming of Christ, the kingdom of God will be final and completed, thus we desire and pray 

for the coming of Christ, because in the completion, pain, injustices, indifference in social issues, and 

sufferings will no longer exist. This is certain. 

As for now, we conduct ourselves in the manner of a kingdom citizen. That is what it means to 

live a gospel-worthy life. A life wholly devoted to Christ’s kingship and kingdom. Commit yourselves to 

Christ and be part of His kingdom. Rest in His promises.  

Proclaiming the Gospel 

 Lastly, to share the gospel is the greatest priority we ought to put in our daily dealings. Let me tell 

you this, if you are struggling in proclaiming Christ, you are struggling in loving God. 

 William Carey, the one that we learned two Sundays ago, the father of modern missions. The first 

Baptist missionary was sent to India, who had his first convert after seven years. But despite all these 

things, his legacy still remains in that place. Having a prestigious college, successful translations of the 

Bible to their native languages, and many followers. On his deathbed, he had his apprentice beside him, 

who has been proudly proclaiming Carey’s name anywhere he goes. Carey said his last words, “Stop 

talking about my name, and start talking about the Name of Dr. Carey’s God.” 

Conclusion: 

The last verse declares that whatever people value is who they truly are (v. 21). In the “Shema,” 

we are told to love the Lord our God with all our hearts. Let us just put an emphasis on the heart since it is 

in our text today. We ought to give ALL our hearts to God, how much again? Does it say to give just 

parts of it? Or just half? No, right? The Bible states that we give our hearts fully, all-in-all, wholly, truly, 

completely, its totality to Christ, our Lord. 

Now, let us ask ourselves. Do we really treasure Christ in our life? Or do I prioritize other things 

in my life over Him? Do I obsess over earning a salary for material things? Or do I cherish and entrust 

everything unto Him? 

Ending with what I said in my introduction. The word “reward” was repeated many times in 

chapter 6, as well as the word “treasure” in our passage today. Church, we all know that when words are 

repeated many times in a passage, it means that these are important words to think about. Let me tell you 

unless you put your treasures, your inner-life, your personal priorities to investing in eternal matters, only 

then you can experience the heavenly rewards promised by God both here and now, and yet to come. 
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