
Abrahamic Covenant: The Promised Seed 

Text: Galatians 3:7-16 

SO: That Christ is the promised seed of Abraham [and of David] (Gen. 17:4-5; Jer. 33:26; Acts 3:25-26; 

Gal. 3:16 – Luke 1:32-33; 2:68-75; Jn 8:53-59; Rom 1:3; 2 Tim 2:8). 

Introduction: 

Since the last stretch of Spring, I have been hearing about people planting plants, flowers, and veggies in 

their garden. So recently, I was reminded about the “Chinese Bamboo Tree” story. I am aware that 

bamboo is grass and not a tree. But they call this a bamboo tree because it can grow to 80 feet in just six 

weeks. It is like 2 buses or signposts. 

Yes, that is how amazing it can be. Just for six weeks or more, you can have a tall Chinese 

bamboo tree. With a single seed, it can reach so high that you wanted to climb it. 

 Similarly, a seed reminds me of God’s promise to humanity. A promise of redemption and saving 

grace. This seed—this time an offspring—was already told as early as Genesis 3:15 with Adam and Eve. 

Then once again, a covenant is given to Abraham by God. 

Background: 

The Abrahamic Covenant started in the call of Abram in Genesis 12. We know that in verse 2 of chapter 

12, God told Abraham that he will have a great nation and will be a blessing to the whole world. It 

states, “I will make you into a great nation, and I will bless you; I will make your name great, and you will 

be a blessing.” 

  This was echoed in chapter 13 verses 14 to 16, “Look around from where you are, to the north 

and south, to the east and west. 15 All the land that you see I will give to you and your offspring forever. 16 

I will make your offspring like the dust of the earth, so that if anyone could count the dust, then your 

offspring could be counted.” Take note, in here, that the offspring or the promised seed is in a singular 

form. 

Main Idea:  

Fast forward we know that this promise became true in and through Christ. The spiritual adoption made 

us part of this covenant family of Abraham. How and when? We will see that later on. 

Covenant Provided 

The establishment of God’s covenant became official in Genesis 15. Remember that in a covenant, two 

parties are signing a contract or agreement. God and Abraham representing the chosen people made a 

covenant with each other. The covenant was ratified after the provision of cutting the animals in halves 

and passing through those carcasses. That is how a covenant is made. 

 The Hebrew word for covenant is “berit” which means “to cut.” Hence the cutting of the animals 

in halves. This also signifies that when the other party failed to keep the covenant, a shedding of blood is 

necessary to appease and suffice the other covenant party. 



But God’s grace is abounding that He acted ahead and represented both parties by himself. The 

“smoking firepot and blazing torch” is God’s presence and visible manifestation (called Theophany; see 

our bulleting). God promised that He will fulfill His covenant certainly. No one can hinder or stop the 

fulfillment of this covenant. 

This is true in 2 Cor. 5:18-19, “All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us to himself 

and gave us the ministry of reconciliation; that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not 

counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting to us the message of reconciliation.” 

 Indeed, God has provided His covenant for Abraham and his people to be hopeful. Looking back 

at the history of Christianity, Israelites, and the faithful remnants of Abraham, they all waited faithfully 

for the coming Messiah. Of course, many drifted away and worshipped other gods. Why? Because of the 

Fall, it becomes intrinsic for humanity to unlike waiting. We are impatient. 

Covenant Expected (Waiting Game) 

But most of the time, when God tells us to wait, He also intends us to be faithful in Him. That, no matter 

what happens, in any circumstances, God calls us to be hopeful. We ought to stay still, wait on God, 

pause, and pray. 

Other than the busyness of our lives, we tend to forget how God shapes us at the very moment 

of our waiting. Our problem is we always want to skip the process. Bro. JR and I have been watching 

historical war movies. I realized that—and I am echoing Ptr. Jebo Banzuelo— “When there are no 

battles, there are no victories.” We tend to drift away from the process and looking for shortcuts. 

 Going back to the Chinese Bamboo Tree, it can grow to 80 feet in just six weeks. But there is a 

secret about this parable. After planting, watering, and taking care of it for a year, nothing visible 

happens. Even in its second year of faithfully watering it, still, nothing can be seen. No changes outside 

or above the soil. The same with the third and fourth years. But only in its fifth year that the ongoing 

and suddenly fast growth to 80 feet tall high will happen. 

 You know why? In the first four years of the plant. It focuses on growing its roots. So deep, 

underneath its soil. So we wonder as if nothing seems like happening, but actually, it is setting a 

foundation for its greater potential. 

 Waiting does not mean doing nothing; God calls us to be faithful. And to be faithful means to 

put our faith in Him even in those moments of our life when it seems like nothing is happening or no 

visible changes. God’s silence does not mean that God is not working. 

 God is working in beneath our hearts. Setting foundations for more potential growth. Don’t just 

focus on our growing outwardly, instead start by growing inward, deeper in His Word. (Like building a 

house, we need a foundation first). 

 Despite the presence of instant gratification that is crippling in our culture, we Christians should 

model how to wait. Remember that waiting is not doing anything. I realized that “to wait” is actually a 

verb. Meaning, an action word. Waiting is doing something. It is actively waiting. Likewise, when we wait 

upon the Lord’s coming, we actively wait for it. We do something as we wait. 



 These were true to those who waited for the coming of the Messiah, the promised seed of 

Abraham by God. And we all know that we are not waiting meaninglessly. 

Covenant Fulfilled 

Through learning the covenants of Creation and with Noah, we know for sure that God is faithful and 

true to His words. This gives us an assurance that God will fulfill His promise just as how He remembers 

it very well. 

 The fulfillment of the covenant in Genesis chapter 17 verses 4-6 is found in Galatians 3 and 

Romans 4. “As for me, this is my covenant with you: You will be the father of many nations. 5 No longer 

will you be called Abram[b]; your name will be Abraham,[c] for I have made you a father of many 

nations. 6 I will make you very fruitful; I will make nations of you, and kings will come from you.” 

In Romans 4:13, “For the promise to Abraham and his offspring that he would be heir of the 

world did not come through the law but through the righteousness of faith.” Continuing in verse 17, “as 

it is written, ‘I have made you the father of many nations’—in the presence of the God in whom he 

believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into existence the things that do not exist.” 

Galatians 3:7, “Understand, then, that those who have faith are children of Abraham.” Who? 

Those who have faith in Christ are children of Abraham. Meaning, Christians are part of this covenantal 

family. The zenith of this promise is fulfilled in one person; who? In verse 16, “The promises were spoken 

to Abraham and to his seed. Scripture does not say “and to seeds,” meaning many people, but “and to 

your seed,” meaning one person, who is Christ. 

  As I end, let us read the last verses in chapter 3 of Galatians, “26 So in Christ Jesus you are all 

children of God through faith, 27 for all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with 

Christ. 28 There is neither Jew nor Gentile, neither slave nor free, nor is there male and female, for you are 

all one in Christ Jesus. 29 If you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to 

the promise.” 

Conclusion: 

 The promised seed is Jesus Christ. The promised covenant family or Abraham’s descendants is 

the Church—followers of Christ. Amen? Same as how Abraham—later Isaac and Jacob, waited for the 

promised seed, let us also be faithful in waiting for the coming of Christ. As we wait, let us participate in 

God’s kingdom. 

 Let us make disciples, evangelize people, and plant churches. We have done a lot of activities, 

celebrations, and fellowship. Let us be intentional and passionate in following the Great Commission as 

faithful heirs of Christ—the promised seed from Abraham. 
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