
THE SPIRIT-FILLED CONGREGATION 

Text: Acts 1:6-14 

Luke 24:49, “And behold, I am sending the promise of my Father upon you. But stay in the city until you 

ware clothed with power from on high.” 

Introduction: 

There’s a close relationship with the Church and the work of the Holy Spirit in the Book of Acts. Today, 

we will focus on the filling of the Holy Spirit. Each Christian has been sealed by the Holy Spirit and the 

validation of our identity is through the Spirit’s indwelling. (Seal mark; same as notary public/ sign). 

Background: 

The book of Acts is the sequel for the Gospel of Luke. Luke was the author of both the Acts and Luke. He 

is a physician and closely working with Apostle Paul during his missionary journeys, struggles, and gospel 

proclamation (see 2 Timothy 4:11). 

In Acts 1, Jesus Christ told the disciples that they needed to wait for the Holy Spirit (verse 4). 

This promise gift was told by Christ during his farewell discourse to his disciples. (John 14:16-17, 25-26); 

John 7:39; John 16:7, 12-15. 

Difference of Baptism of the Holy Spirit and the Filling of the Spirit 

Acts 1:8 Theme of the Book of Acts 

- Witnesses to Jerusalem (Chapters 1-7) 

- Witnesses to Judea and Samaria (Chapters 8-12) 

- Witnesses to the end of the world/earth (Chapters 13-28) 

Acts 12 - Eruvin (plural of eruv) an intact line that symbolizes that all places in it are in one domain; 

making the whole community one place so they can carry basic things within the city. 

The fulfilment of this promise happened during the Pentecost (the Harvest festival before Passover). In 

Acts 2:2, 4 (Read); explain speaking in tongues next time. 

MAIN IDEA: 

The outpouring or the filling of the Holy Spirit leads to transformation. For today’s sermon, we will 

tackle three specific manifestations of a Spirit-filled Congregation: 

I. A Spirit-filled Church is a Prayerful Church 

“Devoted themselves in prayer…” (Acts 1:14). Many scholars would say that “waiting” is closely to 

“praying.” Thus, when Christ said to wait for the promised outpouring of the Holy Spirit, it can also mean 

to pray for it to happen. 



Acts 2:42, “devoted themselves…to prayer.” Moreover, in Acts 4:31, “After they prayed, the 

place where they were meeting was shaken. And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke the 

word of God boldly.” Like a piece of wood in a bonfire. It flames a little, but much flame when more 

pieces of wood will be put together. 

II. A Spirit-filled Church is empowered to witness 

Acts 2:42-27 

“Day by day” not just every Sunday; “breaking bread in their homes” can be the modern-day small 

group. And again, “day by day” people were added to their number. Take note, in here, the gospel-

centered living is present and accessible inside their homes. Simply saying that “developing godly family 

relationships is evangelism; loving your family is evangelism” (Hariett Connor, TGC). 

The empowering of the Holy Spirit is not only limited to the verbal proclamation of the gospel. It 

is essential for people to hear the gospel of Christ because through it that they can be saved. However, 

it also true that through our transformed way of living, we can be a living witness of how Christ has 

changed our lives. 

This filling of the Spirit leads to become a witness of Christ. A radical example of a Spirit-filled 

life is in Acts 7:55. Stephen who was full of the Holy Spirit. That even at the last minute of his life, he 

desired for the forgiveness and salvation of those who persecuted him. 

How about singing? 

- Ephesians 5, 18 Do not get drunk on wine, which leads to debauchery. Instead, be filled with the 

Spirit, 19 speaking to one another with psalms, hymns, and songs from the Spirit. Sing and make 

music from your heart to the Lord, 20 always giving thanks to God the Father for everything, in 

the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

III. A Spirit-filled Church is led by the Holy Spirit 

The ministry of Christ continues through the Holy Spirit; and the Spirit of God applies these works of 

Christ through the church. Hence, the church should follow the Holy Spirit. It is not the Spirit that we ask 

to follow us, but rather, it is the Spirit that must lead the church. 

Check Acts 16:6-10, when Paul and his companions desired to preach the gospel to the people 

of Near-East Asia (modern-day Turkey), the Holy Spirit kept them or did not permit them to do so. 

Instead, they were led to Macedonia (Greece). 

It is indeed true that “Many are the plans in a person’s heart, but it is the Lord’s purpose that 

prevails” (Proverbs 19:21). How do we know the will of Spirit? Read 2:42, “They devoted themselves to 

the apostles’ teaching…” Same in prayer, reading the Word of God and through the illumination of the 

Spirit. What is illumination? 



Moreover, a Spirit-led Church is a Spirit-filled Church that practices their spiritual gifts. More 

than the fruit of the Holy Spirit (kindness, goodness, love, joy, peace, generosity and so on), the church 

ought to recognize individual spiritual giftings. Gift of leadership, service, administration, teaching, 

music, interrelationship, giving, cooking, and so on. 

When we let the Holy Spirit lead our church by being filled by the Spirit, only then that we can 

truly find joy and excitement in worshipping God. “As church members obey the command to yield to 

the Spirit, their endeavors to relate deeply to one another, praise God corporately, thank him 

continually, and submit to one another will flourish in genuine community living.” – Greg Allison and 

Andreas Kostenberger 

Conclusion: UCBC Global Vision 

The church must worship somewhere: “The church is not geographically bound to one place ... but it is 

not geographically agnostic, in that it lives, moves, and has its being in some spatiotemporal (space and 

time) reality. It can be anywhere, but always is somewhere also.” - Reid Monaghan cited by Greg Allison 

and Andreas Kostenberger 

For UCBC to be a Spirt-filled congregation, first and foremost, it must devote to prayer, then to commit 

to the empowerment to be witnesses to the world, and lastly, to submit to the Spirit’s leading.  
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