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Introduction: 

Image: Hunting for Easter bunny and Easter eggs are pretty fun. Yesterday we had a wonderful 

time with the kids. Daniel and Courtney beautifully tell the story of the gospel using Easter Egg. 

Courtney picks a kid to pop a egg open. Inside the egg has item that represent the story of Jesus 

last week on earth . The first kid open the egg that has  a small image of a donkey. It represents 

Jesus riding on a donkey into the Jerusalem.  The last kid opens his egg and there was no item 

inside. It was empty, represents the empty tomb. Jesus resurrected from the dead.  

Need:  We need to hear this story. Our friends, families, neighbors and the whole world need to 

hear this message.  Because it is the Story of Hope of life after death in a world where hope and 

death is trivialized. 

Topic: Paul contended that resurrection of Jesus is not a trivial matter. It is a historical reality 

and the resurrection of believers are predicated of the Resurrection of Jesus. 

Reference: In our text for  today, 1 Corinthians  15: 1-11, he addresses that extensively.  

Organization: In verses 1-11 we will see Paul reviewed and defined the gospel he had delivered 

to them, then he defended the resurrection, then he showed us how the gospel of grace works 

in his own life. 

Read the text:  

BODY: 

I. THE GOSPEL DELIEVERED, REVIEWED AND DEFINED vs.1-4-It's like Paul is spreading a 

canvas . 

 

A. Revelation: The Gospel delivered Reviewed Vs.1-2 

V.s1 Now I make known to you, brethren, the gospel which I preached to 

you, which also you received, in which also you stand, 

Vs.2 by which also you are saved, if you hold fast the word which I preached to 

you, unless * you believed in vain. 

 

1. Now I make Known to you brethren, the gospel which I preached to you. 

2. Which also you received, In which also you stand, By which also you're saved. 

3. If you hold fast the word I preached to, unless you believed in vain.   

a) This is not something new.  Paul spent 18 months in Corinth and 

preached the gospel, they received it, believed it, stand on it. They have 

been saved by it.  

b) He is reminding and reiterating the gospel to them. 



c) If you hold fast to what I delivered to you, otherwise you believe in vain.  

 

4. Why did Paul remind, and reiterate the gospel?  He presses it down again on 

them and wanted to make sure they get it right.  The reason is because there are 

some people in the Church reject the bodily resurrection of Jesus. (15:12).  

Rejection of resurrection is an effect of the typical Greek and pagan philosophy 

that reject the idea of body.  Whereas the Jews, especially the Pharisees believe 

bodily resurrection. But Sadducees do not believe in the resurrection of the 

body. That's why they are sad you see. 

  

B. Revelation: The Gospel Reviewed, Verified  by scripture Vs. 3-4. 

Vs.3 For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received, 

that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, 

Vs. 4 and that He was buried, and that He was raised on the third day according to 

the Scriptures, 

 

1. The gospel is of first importance and Paul verified two aspects of it. 

a) Jesus died and his death verified by his burial. His death makes 

atonement for sin and satisfy God's just wrath 

 

b) Jesus was raised and his resurrection is verified by his appearance.  His 

resurrection sets the foundation for believer’s resurrection. 

 

2. This reality is confirmed by the scriptures. Both the NT and OT authors verifies 

His death burial and resurrection.  

The Psalms, Prophets and law attest to this fact.  

a) And he said to them, “O foolish ones, and slow of heart to believe all that 

the prophets have spoken! 26  Was it not necessary that the Christ should 

suffer these things and enter into his glory?” 27 And beginning with Moses 

and all the Prophets, he interpreted to them in all the Scriptures the things 

concerning himself.  Luke 24:25-27 (ESV) 

 

b) Therefore my heart is glad, and my whole being rejoices; my flesh also 

dwells secure. 10 For you will not abandon my soul to Sheol, or let your 

holy one see corruption. 11 You make known to me the path of life; in your 

presence there is fullness of joy; Psalms 16:9-11 (ESV). 

 

c) Not one of Christ bones will be broken Psalms 34: 20. John 19: 32,33,36. 

 

C. Relevance:  This morning  we are reminded again of the Gospel we've received. 

Continue to stand and stand firm on that gospel. You're standing on the firm 

foundation. 

 



We remember Resurrection every Easter. We give special emphasis to the resurrection 

this week. In fact, we celebrate resurrection every week. The early Christians celebrate 

resurrection first day of the week, so we continue today. Winter has been long, cold and 

dreary.  

 Spring brings new life to the world. It is timely that we celebrate our Lords resurrection. 

He brought new and eternal life.  

  

Faith in the Gospel is not merely and intellectual assent.  More importantly it is a 

volitional and decisive appropriation of that truth that compels us to act on it.  

 

II. THE RESURRECTION DEFENDED vs. 5-9. 

 

Vs.5 and that He appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. 

Vs. 6 After that he appeared to more than five hundred brethren at one time, most of 

whom remain until now, but some have fallen asleep.  

Vs. 7 then He appeared to James, then to all the apostles; 

Vs. 8 and last of all, as to one untimely born, He appeared to me also. 

Vs. 9 For I am the least of the apostles, and not fit to 

be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. 

 

A. Revelation: The eyewitness testimony of Appearances of Jesus. 

 

1. He Appeared to Cephas and then the twelve 

2. After that he appeared to more than five hundred brethren at one time 

a) Most of whom remain till now 

b) But some has fallen asleep. 

3. Then he appeared to James Then to all the Apostles 

4. Last of all he appeared to me. 

a) For I am the least of the apostles. 

b) And not fit to be called an apostle 

Jesus' post resurrection appearances was attested by  Peter and James the two leaders  of the 

Church in Jerusalem and the then twice to the twelve apostle. Then to five hundred at one 

time. Lastly to apostle Paul himself. 

B. Relevance: The resurrection of Jesus was not a spiritual resurrection but physical bodily 

resurrection: The Evidence of that is overwhelming.  Because Jesus resurrected from the 

dead and we believe that, we to will be raised to eternal life if we die. 

 



III. GOSPEL OF GACE DEMONSTRATED  IN PAUL VS. 10-11 

Vs.10  But by the grace of God I am what I am,  

and His grace toward me did not prove vain;  

but I labored even more than all of them, yet  

not I, but the grace of God with me. 

Vs.11 Whether it was I or they,  

so we preach and so you believed. 

 

 

A. REVELATION: Paul's Salvation and Christian Service was a display of God's saving 

and enabling Grace. 

But by the grace of God I am what I am, and His grace towards me did not prove 

in vain.  

1. But I labored even more than all of them. 

2. Yet, not I, but the Grace of God with me.  

3. Whether then, it was I or they, so we preached, and you believed.   

4. Paul's humility, faithfulness, and diligent is his service is outstanding. 

 

B. REVELENCE: Our salvation and Service is undergirding by God's saving grace and 

his enabling grace. 

1. God graciously saved us.  

2. God graciously enable us to serve him. 

3. We see divine accomplishment (in salvation) and enablement (in 

Christian Service) and human responsibility.   

 

CONCLUSION: 

A. We as Christians must remember to celebrate Easter with hope and bold 

confidence that our faith is not in vain. Our faith is well verified and we 

B. We need to go and spread this hope with confidence to the hopeless world. 

 


